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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT HIPAA
REGARDING CANCER REPORTING

!
1. When does HIPAA become effective?
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2. What is a ‘Public Health Authority’ under HIPAA?
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3. What is a ‘Covered Entity’ under HIPAA?
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4. What if a patient does not want follow—up information to be collected?
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5. Will private practice physicians be permitted to continue to provide
follow-up information to hospital cancer registries without patient consent?
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6. How does HIPAA impact the data collection of non-reportable/benign
fliseases (i.e. benign brain, CIN III, Co-morbid conditions)?
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7. Are private practice physicians still required to report new cancer
cases?

GoaH#&l 4 0 =8ARAUHHF | FP/6!6%=/6F#&?!6% 7?38 1 FIH&2FHL34184%4 6/62F6D)!
* 121186/ 6 ONBHF 1FHDEREPRH* #4*41&4%6B% Y% =/6F 1" 8%&@ B8!
6%=/6F1"8R&4%R238 @VBU/6F%@+!12!6%i3#6% @!"9!12F1F%!81H(!

1&@N & AYIBR6F#& 2 epared by NAACCR as of September 19, 2001

=0"1-"$158& $H#1)#,)" 1-.8merican Cancer Society — American College of Surgeons — American Joint Committee on Cancer
Health Canada — Centers for Disease Control and Prevention —National Cancer Institute — National Cancer Registrars Association — Statistics Canada


mailto:hhowe@naaccr.org

D oragoe & () 1 &, 4% g 1 &-& ISy, & +) #IH )Y,

|

! mnnnng, 1Is there specific legal documentation that supports the requirement to release

I"H$%8&" & ()$*+,"$-.&
&

&
"H$HYE! 1)*%&+!*-!
President

. */012) (. 345%
Past President

71800 (1; 32¢%/ 3204 " < 4, *- |

Treasurer

) | &89k Q185982 #!

Sponsoring Member Representative
[*0$*-*1, #,)2*-3HA#$5* &

- B8 =98t G >!
|

< 198l 8- @@BH) . Al
I

- 195980 184< 7, >
I

BB: (< 1ACIRSI &) . Al
!

< 10ID(< 4 G@A< 74
I

E%GH!: 6 9BRIGRH; 7' 4) . Al
!

!

&

&
67*+8,)2*&()$+" S &

>/889D(>/H % -!

13137 OBF *#PAK152- G8%
731094 |

7=BR7\HBANBE PN CPQREST!
W JOMNSVWRVPPIXYR!I |

U JOMNSRIVWZLY!

**/ Hop &11446] 6

* FEA|HHH (811446( 62!

cancer patient information to any agency?
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9. What, if any, are the consequences of not cooperating with state cancer
registry requests for new cancer case information?
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10. Doesn’t HIPAA nullify the state law for reporting cancer cases to central
cancer registries?
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11. Once HIPAA is in place, will pathology labs be able to continue to send

new cancer case information to the state cancer registry?
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iz. Since HIPAA is federal, will it override the state laws?
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13. If the government—authorized public health entity is not located in the
same state as the covered entity, is it still ok under HIPAA to provide the
data?
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